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EVST/SOC 225: COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT 
Fall 2008, MWF 1:10-2:00 
University Hall 210 (aka Main Hall) 
Instructor: Neva Hassanein, 101A Rankin Hall
Phone: 243-6271
Email: neva.hassanein@umontana.edu
Office Hours: Tues. 1:00-2:30; Wed. 2:30-3:30
Sign up for an office hour meeting time
outside my office door. 
 Teaching Assistant: Emily Thorn 
Rankin Hall, EVST TA offices 
Phone: 505-228-2698 
Email: emily.thom@umontana.edu 





All ethics so far evolved rest upon a single premise: that the individual is a member of a 
community of interdependent par ts^The land ethic simply enlarges the boundaries of the 
community to include soils, waters, plants, and animals, or collectively: the land. 
~ Aldo Leopold 
You don't know who you are until you know where you are. ~ Wendell Berry 
No real public life is possible except among people who are engaged in the project of 
inhabiting a place. ~ Daniel Kemmis 
Purpose and Overview: 
This course provides a social science introduction to environmental studies with a focus on the community 
level. In particular, we explore the increasingly common idea that localization is a key to moving towards 
sustainability. We begin by studying several core concepts: community, place, citizenship, and sustainability.
We will then use these concepts as we turn our attention to two essential and interrelated resource issues -
revolving around food and land - that people in this particular place and elsewhere are grappling with. 
Specifically, we will look at: (1) barriers and opportunities for local food and farming systems in an 
increasingly global food economy; and (2) trends and debates regarding population growth and patterns of 
development. For each topic, we will look not only at what is happening here, but also at how similar 
problems and community responses are underway elsewhere. We will conclude the course by considering Bill
McKibben's argument for a "deep economy," which is the challenging notion that society needs to move 




Specific Course Objectives: 
1. Develop students' understanding of core concepts and the localization movement. 
2. Develop students' analytical skills through critical reflection on and synthesis of course material. 
3. Develop students' written communication skills through periodic essays and other assignments, and oral 
communication skills through participation in class discussions. 
4. Encourage students' sense of exploration through several research exercises. 
Advising: If you need assistance, Emily and I encourage you to come see us during our office hours, listed at 
the top of the syllabus. To meet with Neva during office hours, please sign up for a meeting time on the sheet 
across from her office in Rankin. Please make an appointment with us only if our regular office hours are 
impossible for you. 
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Course Readings: 
There are three texts available in the bookstore; please also purchase a pack of 3x5 cards: 
Flint, Anthony. 2006. This Land: The Battle over Sprawl and the Future of America. Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press. 
Halweil, Brian. 2004. Eat Here: Reclaiming Homegrown Pleasures in a Global Supermarket. New York: 
W.W. Norton and Co. 
McKibben, Bill. 2007. Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and the Durable Future. New York: 
Times Books. 
All other reading materials_on this syllabus are on both traditional and electronic reserve in Mansfield Library.
Access electronic reserve at: http://www.lib.umt.edu or directly via our Blackboard site. The password is: 
EVST225 (all caps required! No spaces.). I suggest you simply go to the library at the start of the semester 
and photocopy all reserve readings so you have them easily available. 
 
Blackboard: There is a site on Blackboard for this course. To access Blackboard, go to the UM homepage at: 
https://www.umt.edu/ and click on the link on the left. You will need your Net/ID and your password to login. 
If you need help accessing it, be sure to look at the tools on the bottom left of the login page. 
Once logged into Blackboard, if you are enrolled in the course, you can access EVST 225 through "My 
Courses." On the welcome page, you will find the syllabus and a link directly to the login site for electronic 
reserve at Mansfield. Use the password above. Assignments will be posted through the assignments link, 
where you will also find information on how particular assignments will be graded. You can also access your 
grades via this site. More information on Blackboard will be announced as it becomes available or modified. 
Class Participation and Attendance: Hopefully, you will find it instructive to attend all class sessions. To 
encourage you in this, you will receive one point for each session you attend (40 of 42 sessions). Please come 
prepared - you will get so much more out of the course if you have done the reading and engaged with it. 
During each class, you will write a one or two sentence comment or question pertaining to the content of the 
lecture or to the reading assigned for that particular day. Write your comment/question on a 3x5 card; please 
purchase a pack for this purpose. Write your name at the top of the card. At the end of class, deposit your card 
on the front desk. These comments help us know what questions you have, which issues you are thinking 
about, and that you attended class. 
If you are sick or have an emergency, take care of yourself. There is no way to make up for missed attendance. 
My teaching style is quite interactive, which means I urge you to speak up and share your questions and ideas 
in class. I understand that this is not easy for everyone, but I encourage you to try. I may give you a little extra 
credit at the end of the term if you are an active participant. 
Analytic Essays: To help you think critically about what you read and hear in lectures, and to synthesize the 
material we are covering in each of the four sections of the course, you will write four analytic essays during 
the term. These essays will ask you to use the readings and lectures. So, consistent and careful reading of all 
of the assigned materials is essential to engaging fully in this course. In addition, you will learn about some 
local issues through lectures, so taking detailed notes during class is important. 
At least two weeks before the essay is due, I will distribute the question(s) that I want you to cover. These 
papers should be no longer than five pages (plus references), typed, and double-spaced with normal margins  
and fonts. Please convey your ideas concisely and clearly. Grading will be based on your demonstration of 
2 
engagement with the relevant course materials and content, as well as your ability to support your argument 
with evidence. In addition, your writing will be evaluated based on how well organized, grammatically correct, 
and completely referenced it is. More specific guidance will be provided. 
These papers must be produced individually. See note on plagiarism below. 
Exercises: During the first three sections of the course, you will have an opportunity to learn by doing 
research and/or exploration on your own. You are required to do two out of the three. For each, you will write 
up your results and reflections in short papers (maximum of 3 double-spaced pages). Instructions for each 
exercise will be given around the start of each section. 
Extra Credit: At least three public lectures relevant to our course will be occurring on campus this term: (1) 
David James Duncan (Sept. 15); (2) Terry Tempest Williams (Sept. 25); and (3) Dan Jaffee (Oct. 9). I 
encourage you to go. If you choose to earn extra credit for attending the lectures (up to five points each), write  
a 1-2 page, double-spaced reaction paper on one or more of the talks. In your paper, you might do one or more 
of the following: (1) discuss why the talk inspired you or shifted your thinking in some way; (2) critically 
analyze the main argument(s) of the talk; (3) relate the talk to things we have read or discussed in class; (4) 
explain why you disagree or agree with something that was said; and/or (5) discuss errors or contradictions you 
discovered. In grading these papers, we will look simply to see whether you grappled in a meaningful way 
with the ideas presented. Reaction papers are due in class on Sept. 19 for Duncan, Sept. 29 for Williams, and 
Oct. 13 for Jaffee. Lectures and due dates are noted on the schedule below too. 
Late Papers: If you do not turn in an essay or exercise assignment on time for whatever reason, you may turn 
it in as much as one week late - but no later than that - for five fewer points than it would have received had it 
been on time (see grading below for what this means in the long run). This option does not apply to the extra 
credit papers nor to the fourth (final) essay assignment due during the exam period on Dec. 11. 
Plagiarism: Academic honesty and integrity are essential. The student code of conduct expressly forbids 
plagiarism, the representation of another person's work as your own. Any student whom I suspect of 
plagiarizing will be subject to the procedures and consequences described in the code. 
Writing Center: Writing is a critically important skill. I encourage you to seek help from the tutors at the 
writing center, 144 Liberal Arts Building. Take the assignment instructions for each essay with you! Check 
out: www.umt.edu/writingcenter for more information. 
Grading: 
• Four analytic essays (up to 50 points each) 200
• Exercises (up to 30 points each) 60
• Class participation and attendance (one point per class) 40
• Extra credit - reaction papers on public lectures (up to 5 each) 15 possible extra 
Thus, there are a total of 300 possible points. Final grades will be assigned as follows, although slight 




A = 285-300 (95%+); A- = 270-282 (90-94%); 
B+ = 261-269 (87-89%); B = 252-260 (84-86%); B- = 240-251 (80-83%); 
C+ 231-239 (77-79%); C = 222-230 (74-76%); C- = 210-221 (70-73%); 
D+ = 201-209 (67-69%); D = 192-200 (64-66%); D- = 180-191 (60-63%); F < 180 
Please note that EVST requires all majors to receive at least a C- in this course in order to have it count towards 
the major requirements. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
Subject to Change as Necessary - Additional Guest Speakers Will Be Added 
I. CORE CONCEPTS 
WEEK ONE 
Mon., Aug. 25 - Introduction to the course and to each other 
Wed., Aug. 27 - Elements of community 
Take a test drive on Blackboard. 
Moore, Carl M. 2001. What is community? Pp. 71-75 in Across the Great Divide: Explorations in 
Collaborative Conservation and the American West, edited by Philip Brick, Donald Snow, and Sarah Van de 
Wetering. Washington, DC: Island Press. 
Leopold, Aldo. 1949 [1989]. The land ethic. Pp. 201-228 in A Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and 
There. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Fri., Aug. 29 - Becoming placed 
Durning, Alan Thein. 1999. This place on Earth: Home and the practice of permanence. Pp. 256-265 in 
Home on the Earth: Becoming Native to Our Place, edited by David Landis Barnhill. Berkeley: University of 
California Press. 
Stegner, Wallace. 1992. The sense of place. Pp. 199-206 in Where the Bluebird Sings to the Lemonade 
Springs: Living and Writing in the West. New York: Penguin Books. 
WEEK TWO 
Mon., Sept. 1 - LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
Wed., Sept. 3 - Perspectives on citizenship and democracy 
Boyte, Harry. 1997. Builders of the commonwealth: Citizenship as public work. Journal of Public Affairs, 
vol. 1. (6 pages). 
Orr, David. 2002. A politics worthy of the name. Pp. 104-117 in The Nature of Design. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 
Editorial Board. 2002. Active citizens important, even if unsung. The Missoulian Jan. 21, p. B4. 
Fri., Sept. 5 - Public life and inhabiting a place. Guest lecture by Daniel Kemmis, Senior Fellow in 
Public Policy at the Center for the Rocky Mountain West 
Kemmis, Daniel. 1996. Barn raising. Pp. 167-175 in Rooted in the Land: Essays on Community and Place, 
edited by William Vitek and Wes Jackson. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Lowrey, Courtney. 2008. When 'community' really means something. New West Blog. Available at: 
http://www.newwest.net/topic/article/when community really means something/C559/L559/ Posted Aug. 
12, 2008. [Also on reserve.] 
Check out the Hello Neighbor Project: http://www.helloneighborproiect.org/ 
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WEEK THREE 
Mon., Sept. 8 — What is sustainability? 
Kuntsler, James Howard. 2007. Making other arrangements: A wake-up call to a citizenry in the shadow of 
oil scarcity. Orion. January/February: 22-29. Available on reserve or at: 
http://www.orionmagazine.org/index.php/articles/article/7/ [Note: There's an internet discussion that 
followed publication of this article. You may want to check it out by following the above link.] 
Edwards, Andres R. 2005. The birth of sustainability. Pp. 11-27 in The Sustainability Revolution: Portrait of 
a Paradigm Shift. Gabriola Island, BC: New Society Publishers. 
Edwards, Andres R. 2005. Sustainability and community. Pp. 29-47 in The Sustainability Revolution: 
Portrait of a Paradigm Shift. Gabriola Island, BC: New Society Publishers. 
Wed., Sept. 10 - Coming in to the Clark Fork Watershed 
Clark Fork Coalition. 2005. Summary. State of the Clark Fork 2005: Understanding our Watershed. 
Missoula, MT: Clark Fork Coalition. 
Kittredge, William. 2002. The state of the Clark Fork. Pp. 1-5 in The River We Carry with Us: Two 
Centuries of Writing from the Clark Fork Basin, edited by Tracy Stone-Manning and Emily Miller. 
Livingston, MT: Clark City Press. 
Miller, Emily. 2002. Introduction. Pp. 7-16 in The River We Carry with Us: Two Centuries of Writing from 
the Clark Fork Basin, edited by Tracy Stone-Manning and Emily Miller. Livingston, MT: Clark City Press. 
Fri., Sept. 12 - EXERCISE #1 DUE IN CLASS 
WEEK FOUR 
Mon., Sept. 15 - Wendell Berry on community and change 
Berry, Wendell. 1996. Conserving communities. Pp. 76-84 in Rooted in the Land: Essays on Community and 
Place, edited by William Vitek and Wes Jackson. New Haven: Yale Univ. Press. 
Berry, Wendell. 2005. Compromise, Hell! Pp. 21-27 in The Way of Ignorance and Other Essays. Shoemaker 
and Hoard. 
Berry, Wendell. 2005. The purpose of a coherent community. Pp. 69-79 in The Way of Ignorance and Other 
Essays. Shoemaker and Hoard. 
Mon. Sept. 15 - Extra credit or just because you're cool. Go see: David James Duncan 's keynote address, 
"Being Cool: The New Key to a Compassionate Daily Life" at 7 pm in the UC Theatre. Kicks off the 
"Headwaters Summit" a conference on re-visioning how we use water in a changing climate. For more 
information, go to: www.northemheadwaters.org See above instructions for writing a reaction paper for extra 
credit on this lecture. Reaction paper due by Friday Sept. 19. 
Wed., Sept. 17 - Changing the world 
Williams, Terry Tempest. 2004. Engagement. Orion 23(4): 50-59. Available at: 
http://www.orionmagazine.org/index.php/articles/article/143/ [Note: This is the third in a triptych (3 part 
series) on the open space of democracy. You can link to the first two pieces from this website.] 
Walker, Alice. 2006. Three fates: Graduation address at Agnes Scott College. Pp. 15-30 in We Are the Ones 
We Have Been Waiting For: Inner Light in a Time of Darkness. New York: The New Press. 
Loeb, Paul Rogat. 2002. What's wrong with cynicism? Earth Island Journal 17(3): 32-34. 
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Fri., Sept. 19 - Discussion. Bring outline of essay #1 to class. EXTRA CREDIT REACTION PAPER 
ON DAVID JAMES DUNCAN'S LECTURE DUE IN CLASS 
WEEK FIVE 
Mon., Sept. 22 — ANALYTICAL ESSAY #1 DUE IN CLASS 
II. FOOD: GOING LOCAL IN A GLOBAL AGE 
Wed., Sept. 24 - Setting the table 
Kingsolver, Barbara. 2002. Lily's chickens. Pp. 109-130 in Small Wonder: Essays. New York: Harper 
Collins. 
Thurs. Sept. 25 - Extra credit or just because this is a great (and rare) opportunity to hear one of the leading 
environmental thinkers of our time: Go see The Presidential Lecture by Terry Tempest Williams, "Finding 
Beauty in a Broken World" at 8 pm. Location TBA. See instructions above on the reaction paper for extra 
credit. Extra credit paper due on Mon. Sept. 29. 
Fri., Sept. 26 - Globe-trotting food 
Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 1-42) in Eat Here 
WEEK SIX 
Mon., Sept. 29 - What's going on down on the f a r m l a n d in the supermarket? EXTRA CREDIT 
PAPER ON WILLIAMS' LECTURE DUE IN CLASS 
Chapters 3 and 4 (pp. 43-78) in Eat Here 
Bailey, Ronald. 2002. I don't care where my food comes from: And neither should you. Reason Online, Sept. 
25. Available at: http://www.reason.com/rb/rb092502.shtml 
Briggeman, Kim. 2008. Garden City Missoula. Missoula.comMagazine. Spring: 44-51. 
Wed., Oct. 1 - Transformations 
Chapters 5 (pp. 79-104) in Eat Here 
Slotnick, Josh. 2004. Build it and they will come, and eat: The short story of Missoula's food system. Pp. 
145-153 in Staying Home: Reflections on food, farming, and place, edited by Kristi Johnson. Missoula, MT: 
Garden City Harvest. 
Fri., Oct. 3 - Taking back the market: Farm-to-Cafeteria Programs. Guest lecture by Crissie 
McMullan, Coordinator of Grow Montana's FoodCorps and co-founder of UM Farm to College 
Chapter 6 (pp. 105-132) in Eat Here 
Dillon, Casey. 2007. Counties and Local Food Systems: Ensuring Healthy Foods, Nurturing Healthy 
Children. A Publication of the NACo Center for Sustainable Communities. Washington, DC: National 
Association of Counties (NACo). 
Hassanein, Neva, Scott Kennedy, Beth Neely, and Paul Hubbard, editors. 2007. Executive summary. Tracing 
the Chain: An In-depth Look at the University of Montana's Farm to College Program. Missoula, MT: 
University of Montana Environmental Studies Program. 
WEEK SEVEN 
Mon., Oct. 6 - EXERCISE #2 DUE IN CLASS 
6 
Wed., Oct. 8 - Can trading far be fair? 
Gravitz, Alisa, Kathryn Harrison, Andrew Korfhage, Todd Larsen, and Sarah Mertz. n.d. Guide to Fair Trade. 
Washington, DC: Co-Op America. [NOTE: See especially the first section on ^'What is fair trade?"] 
Excerpts (Preface, Introduction, and Pp. 11-17) from: Jaffee, Daniel. 2007. Brewing Justice: Fair Trade 
Coffee, Sustainability, and Survival. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Optional: 
Holt-Gimenez, Eric, Ian Bailey, and Devon Sampson. 2007. Fair to the Last Drop: The Corporate 
Challenges to Fair Trade Coffee. Development Report Number 17. Oakland, CA: Institute for Food and 
Development Policy. 
Thurs., Oct. 9 - Extra credit or just because you like coffee or you're inspired to learn more: Go to the 
lecture by Dan Jaffee, titled "Brewing Justice: Fair Trade Coffee, Sustainability, and Survival." Time and 
location to be announced. Extra credit paper due on Monday, Oct. 13 
Fri., Oct. 10 - Lessons from Cuba 
No assigned reading. In class video: "The Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil" 
WEEK EIGHT 
Mon. , Oct. 13 - Towards food democracy. E X T R A CREDIT P A P E R  O N JAFFEE'S 
L E C T U R E D U E IN CLASS 
Chapter 7 (pp. 133-144) in Eat Here 
Hassanein, Neva. 2004. Who's minding the store? Pp. 44-49 in Staying Home: Reflections on food, farming, 
and place, edited by Kristi Johnson. Missoula, MT: Garden City Harvest. 
Buckingham, Bonnie. 2008. Local food programs enhance community. Edible Missoula. 1:25-27. 
Visit: www.missoulacfac.org to learn more about the Missoula Community Food and Agriculture Coalition 
(CFAC). 
Wed., Oct. 15 - Should we come home to eat? 
Chapters 8 and 9 (pp. 145-177) in Eat Here 
Fri., Oct. 17 - Discussion - Bring an outline of essay #2 to class  
WEEK NINE 
Mon., Oct. 20 - ANALYTICAL ESSAY #2 DUE IN CLASS 
III. LAND USE: SHAPING A COMMUNITY'S FUTURE 
Wed., Oct. 22 - Living large 
Introduction (pp. 1-18) in This Land 
Fri., Oct. 24 - The roots of sprawl 
Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 19-60) in This Land 
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WEEK TEN 
Mon., Oct. 27 - Growth and constraints: Changes in Missoula County 
Chapter 3 (pp. 61-80) in This Land 
Missoula City-County Office of Planning and Grants. 2005. Chapter Two: Missoula County Profile. Pp. 2.1¬ 
2.18 in Missoula County Growth Policy, Preliminary Draft Update. October. Retrieved August 25, 2006 at: 
http://www.co.missoula.mt.us/opgweb/ Also on reserve. [^ote: We are only reading a portion of the full 
document. See the website for the rest.] 
Wed., Oct. 29 - Innovations: From smart growth to green building 
Chapter 4 and 5 (pp. 81-126) in This Land 
Fri., Oct. 31 - Peak everything - Guest Lecture by Richard Heinberg (invited), Senior Fellow at the Post 
Carbon Institute (see: www.postcarbon.org ). To be confirmed. 
Heinberg, Richard. 2007. Peak everything. Richard Heinberg's Museletter #185. Available at: 
http://www.richardheinberg.com/museletter/185 and on reserve. 
WEEK ELEVEN 
Mon., Nov. 3 - Smart growth and its challengers. Don't forget to VOTE tomorrow! 
Chapters 6 and 7 (pp. 127-171) in This Land - Note: Chapter 8 is optional 
Wed., Nov. 5 - Citizen perceptions: How do "we" want to live? Who is "we"? Who decides? 
Chapters 9 and 10 (pp. 191- 228) and Conclusion (pp. 247-259) in This Land. Note: Ch. 11 is optional 
Fri., Nov. 7 - EXERCISE #3 DUE IN CLASS 
WEEK TWELVE 
Mon., Nov. 10 - Disappearing farmland and what to do about it 
Backus, Perry. 2006. The ground 'round town: Development pressure mounts for ag land on Missoula's 
doorstep. Missoulian Pp. B1-2. 
Hassanein, Neva. 2008. Rooted in the soil. Edible Missoula. 2: 28-33. 
Alexander, Ben and Luther Propst. 2002. Saving the family ranch: New directions. Pp. 203-217 in Ranching
West of the 100th Meridian: Culture, Ecology, and Economics, edited by Richard L. Knight, Wendell C. 
Gilgert, and Ed Marston. Washington: Island Press. 
Wed., Nov. 12 - To be determined 
Fri., Nov. 14 - Discussion - Bring outline of essay #3 to class  
 
WEEK THIRTEEN 
Mon., Nov. 17 - ANALYTICAL ESSAY #3 DUE IN CLASS 
IV. GOING LOCAL: THE WAY FORWARD? 
Wed., Nov. 19 - The ecological and social impacts of wealth 
Introduction and Chapter 1 (pp. 1-45) in Deep Economy 
Fri., Nov. 21 - A year of eating locally 
Chapter 2 (pp. 46-94) in Deep Economy 
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WEEK FOURTEEN 
Mon., Nov. 24 - All for one, or one for all 
Chapter 3 (pp. 95-128) in Deep Economy 
Wed., Nov. 26 and Fri., Nov. 28 - THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY. NO CLASS. 
WEEK FIFTEEN 
Mon., Dec. 1 - The wealth of communities 
Chapter 4 (pp. 129-176) in Deep Economy 
Wed., Dec. 3 - Pulling the threads together: Reviewing the central themes of the course 
Chapter 5 and Afterword (pp. 177-232) in Deep Economy 
Fri., Dec. 5 - Discussion - Bring outline of final essay to class 
FINAL EXAM -1:10 - 3:10 Thurs., Dec. 11. ANALYTIC ESSAY #4 DUE AT START OF EXAM 
PERIOD. LATE PAPER POLICY DOES NOT APPLY. 
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